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kingdom fell into fresh bondage. The nomadic
Aramaeans, communities of whom had given so
much trouble to the Assyrians, had invaded Baby-
lonia from the south and taken possession of im-
portant cities like Sippar and Dur-Kurigalzu. So
powerful and numerous were they that they threat-
ened to engulf the country and blot out the civ-
ilization of Babylonia. After the loss of two or
three names we coine again upon the name of
Nabu-shum-ishkun, who reigned, how long we do
not know, in this period of Babylonian decline.
He was succeeded in f 47 by Nabu-nasir, commonly
known as Nabonassar (747-734 B. 0.). Like his
predecessors, he was unable to control the Ara-
maeans, and when Tiglathpileser III entered the
land he was acclaimed as a deliverer.1 The inarch
of the new Assyrian king southward had been a
continuous victory. He moved east of the Tigris
along the foothills of the mountains of Elam, con-
quering several nomadic tribes such as the Puqudu
and the Li'tan. He then turned westward and
attacked Sippar, overcoming its Aram&on. intrud-
ers, and doing a like service to Dur-Kurigalzu.
He marched south as far as Nippur and there
turned about.* By this campaign he had so
thoroughly disciplined the Aramaean invaders and

1 Some assyriologists (for example, Tiele, Oeschicftfe, pp. 217, 218; Eost,
Die Ktotechrifttexti Tigtat-Pilcsers 111, i, pp. ItS, 14) have held that Tig
lathpileser was considered an enemy, but the expressions in his texts seem
to me to point to a pacific reception.   So alao Hommol (GescJttchte, pp.
661, 652) and Wincklor (GwhicM^ pp. 121-123, 222, 228).

2 Annals, lines 1-25; clay tablet, 1-1JJ.
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